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Project Objectives 

What types of research 
are being carried out 
for, with, and about, 

Indigenous populations 
experiencing TBI 

and/or TSCI across 
Australia, Canada, New 

Zealand the United 
States? 

What are the current 
knowledge gaps 

concerning TBI and 
TSCI among Indigenous 

populations across 
Australia, Canada, New 

Zealand the United 
States? 

How, and to what 
extent, are Indigenous 

populations across 
these four jurisdictions 

involved in the 
research processes? 



Methods
• 5-Stage Scoping Review Approach

• We searched the following 9 

databases: 

⚬ Ovid Medline, 

⚬ Ovid Embase, 

⚬ Ebsco CINAHL, 

⚬ Ovid PsycINFO, 

⚬ ProQuest Sociological 

Abstracts, 

⚬ Applied Social Sciences Index 

& Abstracts (ASSIA), 

⚬ Web of Science, 

⚬ SCOPUS, 

⚬ Pubmed



Epidemiology Rehabilitation
Community 

Engagement

Patient 

Knowledge

Results

Service 

Provider 

Perspectives

Full Pathways 

of Care

AUS 9 1 1 4 0

CAN 2 4 5 1 3

NZ 6 4 0 0 2

USA 17 7 0 0 0

33 26 6 5 5

• Total included: 75 studies

• 2000 – 2021, greatest number of studies in 2019 (n=13)
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Key Messages
There is a need for more research that explores the pathways of care 

for Indigenous peoples with spinal cord injuries, globally. 

Data collection and analysis should be more consistent to better 

understand large scale implications of traumatic brain and spinal cord 

injuries across jurisdictions

Researchers need to be explicit about the way that they involve 

Indigenous communities, including how they set research priorities, the 

research paradigms from which they work, and how the research will 

benefit the communities they are working with. 

Research should be conducted in a strengths-based approach that 

centers the perspectives of Indigenous patients, caregivers, and 

communities 
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